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Making representations -
Providing information fo ensure public money is properly spent
‘. egal aid allows a person who has a reasonable case to litigate at public expense provided the person has means
B below the financial eligibility limit stipulated in the Legal Aid Ordinance. That is why all legal aid applicants are told

that they must be honest about the information provided to the Department concerning their means and their case and the
consequences of making false statements in order to qualify for legal aid.

Anyone who believes that an aided person should not have been given legal aid, either because the aided person has given
the Department false information about his/her means or the case can write to us. This is called making "representations". VWe
welcome genuine representations and we will deal with them as thoroughly as possible. This is because legal aid should not be
provided to persons who are untruthful about their financial circumstances or about the facts of their case.

Representations can only be investigated if enough information is provided to us. For example, if the representation is on
the merits of the case, it is not sufficient just to say that legal aid should not have been granted because the aided person does
not have a case. Details of why there are no merits in the aided person’s case, for example, the aided person has lied about
some important facts about the case, will need to be given. If it is on the aided person’s financial eligibility, details about the
aided person’s assets such as number of properties, where the properties are situated, money in which banks etc will have
to be provided. As our investigations often rely upon another party (such as a bank or the Land Registry) to provide us with
information and although we aim to complete an investigation within 12 weeks, it may take longer than we like. Once we have
completed the investigation into your representations, we will write and advise you that our investigation is completed and if
you are the opposite party, whether legal aid will be continued. Otherwise, we cannot reveal details of our investigation or its
outcome or explain in detail the reasons for our decision because of the law on personal data privacy and the restriction on
disclosure of information concerning an aided person as laid down in the Legal Aid Ordinance.

In 2008 and 2009, the Department received |26 representations for investigation. As a result, the Department referred 20
suspected cases to police for investigation with a view to prosecution. In 2008 and 2009, the police prosecuted 4 aided persons
who obtained legal aid by providing false information and all 4 were convicted. The sentences ranged from a suspended prison
sentence, fines of $2,500 and $3,000 to community service orders.

The Department has recently published a leaflet about making representations if you think someone should not have been
granted legal aid. The leaflet is available online at http://www.lad.gov.hk or you can pick one up from our offices.





