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Adjustment in Personal Allowances

n order to qualify for legal aid, an applicant must show that his financial resources do not
exceed the financial eligibility limit. The financial resources are the sum total of annual
disposal income and disposal capital after certain deductions have been made.

One of the deductible items is the amount of personal allowances, which has been adjusted
with effect from 26 February 2007.

Full details of the new personal allowances are as follows:

Household Size Amount ]

Applicant only $3,630

Applicant with | dependant $6,660
Applicant with 2 dependants $9,010
Applicant with 3 dependants $10,470
Applicant with 4 dependants $12,600
Applicant with 5 dependants $13970
Applicant with 6 or more dependants $17,860

The amounts of personal allowances are adjusted in February each year in line with Consumer
Price Index A, and every five years in line with the latest Household Expenditure Survey conducted
by the Census and Statistics Department.

Detailed information on the calculation of disposable income and financial resources of an
applicant for legal aid can be found in the leaflet “How Your Financial Resources and Contributions
are Calculated” published by the Department. It can be downloaded from the Department'’s
website (http://www.lad.gov.hk) or obtained from the Department's offices.
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Interactive Voice Response System on website

Al

< o further enhance public understanding of the services provided by the Department, the
'_'scripts of the Interactive Voice Response System (IVRS), in Cantonese, Putonghua and English
together with the Department's hotline service, will be digitised and uploaded onto the Department's
website in early 2007.

Members of the public will be able to have access to information relating to legal aid online. They
no longer need to use the conventional method in order to pre-download the entire media file. They
can now listen to the information by just clicking online.

The IVRS has been in operation since 1993. By calling the hotline number 2537 7677, members
of the public can obtain information on different aspects of legal aid services such as application
procedures and eligibility criteria for civil and criminal legal aid, aided person’s responsibility for
contributing towards the costs of aided proceedings etc.
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Phase I/ of Five-aay Week

“he Legal Aid Department has implemented phase Il of five-day week on | January 2007.

The opening hours of various offices of the Department are as follows:

Division / Section Monday to Friday Saturday
Application & Processing Division 8:45am - 1:.00pm
(Headquarters & Kowloon Branch 9:00am - 12:00noon
Office) 2:00pm - 5:15pm

Monday to

Division / Section Thursday Friday Saturday
Policy & Administration Division
Legal & Management Support Section
(Costing and Enforcement Units)
Civil Litigation Section (1) 8:45am - 1:.00pm 8:30am - 1:.00pm
Closed

Civil Litigation Section (2)
(Hong Kong Sub-office)

2:00pm - 5:45pm 2:00pm - 6:00pm

Crime Section

Receipt and Despatch Unit

9:00am - 1:00pm
Shroff Offices Closed
2:00pm - 4:30pm

Drop-in boxes will also be placed in the offices of the Application and Processing Division at both the
Headquarters and Kowloon Branch Office, which will continue to operate on Saturdays, to collect cheque
payments on Saturdays.

Enquiries on the five-day week arrangement can be made to the Department's telephone hotline
2537 7677 or from its website http://www.lad.gov.hk/english/home/5day.htm.
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Legal Aid Department
FRENEESTHE 27/F, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong.
LAD e-mail ladinfo@lad.gov.hk Tel : 2867 2319  Fax : 2869 0655



