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New financial eligibility limits for legal aid
applicants and revised interest rate on the
Director’s First Charge.

The financial eligibility limits for persons who wish to be granted legal aid have been
increased with effect from 16 June 2006.The new limits are $158,300 for the Ordinary
Legal Aid Scheme and $439,800 for the Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme.

The increase was made following a resolution passed by the Legislative Council taking
into account the cumulative increase in consumer prices of 1.6% recorded between July
2003 and July 2005.

All legally aided persons are required to contribute towards the legal costs and
other expenses incurred by the Legal Aid Department on their behalf according to their
financial resources. The scale of contributions under the Ordinary Legal Aid Scheme
following the adjustment is as follows:

Financial Resources COn;;i:)eu:ion Contribution payable
0 = $20,000 - 0
$20,001 - $40,000 - $1,000
$40,00 - $60,000 - $2,000
$60,001 - $80,000 5% $3,000 - $4,000
$80,001 - $100,000 10% $8,000 - $10,000
$100,001 - $120,000 5% $15,000 - $18,000
$120,001 - $144,000 20% $24,000 - $28,800
$144,001 - $158,300 25% $36,000 - $39,575

For successful legal aid applicants under the Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme, the
amount of interim contribution payable will be $39,575.

It has been reported in the last (30th) issue that there will be a change in the way
interest rate of the Director of Legal Aid's first charge is calculated. As from | June 2006,
the interest rate on first charge has been adjusted downward from 0% to 5.832% per
annum.
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Five - Day Week

The Chief Executive announced on |2 January 2006 the introduction of a five-day week for the Civil

Service with effect from | July 2006.
With effect from | July, the opening hours of the Legal Aid Department are as follows:

Division / Section Monday to Friday Saturday
Application & Processing Division
(Headquarters & Kowloon Branch Office)
Crime Section 8:45am - 1:00pm

9:00am - 12:00
Civil Litigation Section (2) 2:00pm - 5:15pm o noon
(Hong Kong Sub-office)
Receipt and Dispatch Unit
hroff Offi 9: -1
Shroff Office 00am - 1:00pm 9:00am - | 1:30am
2:00pm - 4:00pm
s . Monday to .

Division / Section Thursday Friday Saturday
Policy & Administration Division
Legal & Management Support Section | 8:45am - 1:00pm | 8:30am - [:00pm Closed
(Costing and Enforcement Units) 2:00pm-5:45pm 2:00pm- 6:00pm
Civil Litigation Section (1)

Enquiries on the five-day week arrangement can be made to the Legal Aid Department’s hotline

2537-7677 or from its website http://www.lad.gov.hk/english/home/5day.htm.
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Interactive Voice Response System

The Legal Aid Department's hotline service, the Interactive Voice Response System (IVRS), has been
in operation since 1993. Members of the public can obtain information relating to legal aid by calling the
hotline number 2537 7677.

In view of the popularity and high usage of this service, the Department has installed a new feature of
queue positioning to the IVRS. From March 2006 onwards, callers will be advised of their queue positions
if they choose to speak to the staff of the Department so that they will know approximately how long they
have to wait for their calls to be answered. If the number of callers exceeds the limit of queue positions,
the system will deliver an announcement to advise callers to call again later.

This hotline service provides recorded messages in Cantonese, Putonghua and English on different
aspects of legal aid services such as application procedures and eligibility criteria for civil and criminal legal
aid, the aided person'’s responsibility for contributing towards the costs of aided proceedings etc. Where
necessary, callers can speak to staff members of the Department who will answer their queries concerning
legal aid. In the first five months of 2006, there were a total of 22 121 calls to the hotline.
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Uploading of video onto homepage

The Legal Aid Department has produced a number of videos on different aspects of
legal aid services and these videos are shown to members of the public in the Department's
offices. With the advancement in information technology, the Department is able to further
promote the information on legal aid services to the public through the Internet. Two videos,
namely “Legal Aid Services” and “Legal Aid in Criminal Cases”, have recently been uploaded
onto the Department's homepage (http://www.lad.gov.hk). Member of the public can now have easy
access to information on legal aid services at just a click in the comfort of their own home.
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Legal Aid Department
FRENEESTHE 27/F, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong.
LAD e-mail ladinfo@lad.gov.hk Tel : 2867 2319  Fax : 2869 0655



