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Duty to Make Full Disclosure of Financial
Resources

4

( egal aid exists so that people who have legal problems and need to go to court to

~——~ have them resolved through the court process will not be prevented from doing so
because they are unable to afford the fees of lawyers. However, assistance through legal aid is only
available to people who are genuinely within the means limit.

Uijt jt xiz bozpof baqgizjoh gps rfhn bje nvtu cf ipoftu bepwu 1jt0ifs Gobodjon sFtpvsdft/
The duty to disclose fully and frankly about one’s means continues even after a person is granted
legal aid.

The Director of Legal Aid often receives information from third parties querying an aided
person’s eligibility for legal aid. For example, information may be provided to indicate that the aided
person has more assets than declared or has property in the mainland. The Director treats each and
every representation very seriously and will take all the appropriate actions to investigate the claims.

If a person is found to have provided false information or failed to fully disclose his/her means,
ui f rfhbr bje dfsujdouf xjn cf sfwplfe/ Xifo uijt ibqgfot-uif Ejsfdups ibt uif sjhiu up sfdpwfs
from that person all the costs and expenses incurred in the case. It is also an offence under the
Mfhbn Bje Psejobodf gvojtiberf cz b Gof boelps jngsjtponfoul

In 2004, 2005 and 2006 the Legal Aid Department (LAD) referred a total of 66 cases to
the police involving persons who were suspected of providing false information or failing to fully
ejtdiptf vifjs Gobodjbn djsdvntubodft xifo bagrzjoh gps rfFhbn bje/

In 2007 police prosecuted 5 former aided persons based upon information provided by the
Efgbsunfou Bn 6 xfsf dpowjdufe/ Ui tfoufodft shohfe gspn b tvtgfoefe gsjtpo tfoufodf- Goft
of $5000 and $2000 to community service orders.

In order to prevent abuse of the legal aid schemes, the Department will continue to report
appropriate cases to the police for investigation and prosecution.

So remember, be honest in your dealings with LAD.
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Adjustment to Personal Allowances

—

“ p rvhijgz gps rfhbr bje- bo bagrjdbou Nvtu tipx uibu 1jt Gobodjbr sftpvsdft ep opu Fydffe vif tubuvupsz
iinju Ui f Gobodjbr sftpvsdft py bo bagrjdbou bsF uif tvn upubr pg ijt boovhn ejtgpthr jodpnT boe
disposal capital.

Xifo doidvibujoh uif boovhr ejtgpthr jodpnf- bo bgaijdbou jt foujufe up dfsubjo efevdijpot/ Pof py uif
deductible items is the amount of personal allowances, which has been adjusted with effect from 18 February
2008.

Full details of the new personal allowances are as follows:

Household Size Amount
Applicant only 3,710
Applicant with 1 dependant 6,800
Applicant with 2 dependants 9,200
Applicant with 3 dependants 10,690
Applicant with 4 dependants 12,860
Applicant with 5 dependants 14,260
Applicant with 6 or more dependants 18,230

The amounts of personal allowances are adjusted in February each year in line with Consumer Price Index A,
boe fuwfsz Gwf zfbst jo fjof xjui vif buftu I pvtfipre Fygfoejuvst Tvswfz dpoevdufe cz uif Dfotvt boe Tubujtujdt
Department.

Efubjfe jogpsnbujpo po uif dbrdvibujpo py ejtgptherf jodpnf boe dobodjr sftpvsdft pg bo baarjdbou gps rfhbr
bje dho cf gpvoe jo uif rfbifu 1 px Zpvs Gjobodjbn Sftpvsdft boe Dpousjcvijpot bsf Dhidvibufed qucijtife cz uif
Department. It can be downloaded from the Department’s website (http://www.lad.gov.hk) or obtained from the
Efgbsunfout pgldft/
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20,0010 - 40,0000 - 1,0000

40,0010 - 60,0000 - 2,0000

60,0010 - 80,0000 5% 3,0000 - 4,0000
80,0010 - 100,0000 10% 8,0000 - 10,0000
100,0010 - 120,0000 15% 15,0000 - 18,0000
120,0010 - 144,0000 20% 24,0000 - 28,8000
144,0010 - 165,7000 25% 36,0000 - 41,4250
0000000 00DbOO00DbODOO0ODOOODOODO0ObOO0D41,42500

Financial Resources Contribution Rates Contribution payable
0 - $20,000 - 0
$20001 - $40,000 - $1,000
$40,001 - $60,000 - $2,000
$60,001 - $80,000 5% $3,000 $4,000
$80,001 - $100,000 10% $8,000 $10,000
" $100,001 - $120,000 15% $15,000 $18,000
$120001 - $144,000 20% $24,000 $28,800
$144001 - $165700 25% $36,000 $41425

New Financial Eligibility Limits

“ it Gobodjn fijhjcjijuz jnjut gps rfhbn bje bst sfwjfxfe boovbmz up ublf joup bddpvou dibohft up
dpotvnfs qsjdf tp bt up nbjoubjo uif sfon whrvF py uif ijnjut! EvF up jodbujpo- ui £ Gobodjbn fijhjcjiuz
ijinjut gps ui f Psejobsz Mfhbr Bje Tdifnf )IPMBTS* boe uif Tvagrfnfoubsz Mfhin Bje Tdifnf )iTMBTG* xfsf
increased and took effect on 14 December 2007.

For OLAS, the limit has gone up from $162,300 to $165,700. The limit for SLAS is now $450,800, up from
$460,300.

The scale of contributions under OLAS following the change is shown in the table below:

Successful legal aid applicants under the Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme are now required to pay an interim
contribution of $41,425,
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Speed News. LAD publications now available in
police stations and public hospitals

:a‘) fncfst pyuif qveijd xip xjti up lopx npsf bepwu rfhbr bje tfswjdft jo 1 poh Lpoh dbo opx pcubjo jogpsnbujpo rfbifut
4'in 33 police stations and 41 hospitals and clinics under the management of the Hospital Authority. Publications available
jodivef ui f I px up Baquz tfsjft pg rfbifut po iMFhbi Bje jo Djwjr Dbtftd- iMfhbi Bje jo Dsjnjobn Dbtftd- TUif Tvagrfnfoubsz Mfhbi Bje
TdifnTd boe iMFhbn TFswjdftd/ Bm rfbifut bst bubjiberf jo Fohijti- Dijoftf boe Tingjdfe Dijoftf/

Uiftft rfbifut uphfuifs xjui puifs rfhbn bje qveijdbujpot tvdi bt THvjef up Mfhin Bje Tfswjdft jo Ipoh Lpohd boe T1pXx Zpvs
Gjobodjbr Sftpvsdft boe Dpousjcvijpo bsf Dbidvibufed bsf bitp bwbjibcrf boe dbo cf peubjofe jo pvs Ipoh Lpoh boe Lpxippo pyldft
ps wjb pvs Joufshdujwf Wpjdf Sftgpotf Tztufn ps uispvhi uif Efgbsunfouit xfctjuf bu xxxibehpwil | Gps forvjsjft: grfbtf dom pvs
24-hour telephone enquiry hotline at 2537-7677 or send an email to ladinfo@lad.gov.hk

0 g

Enquiries 0 0 O 0O Correspondence Address
ooooooooao goooooOoooooOobooooooooao
24-hour Hotline 2537 7677 noooo—-nooooooooan
0000000 DDI;|28672319 I;|DE|28§90655
LAD Website http://www.lad.gov.hk Legal Aid Department News Advisory Committee

’ e Legal Aid Department 5

oooooooon 6333 Uyiirw{e} Kszivrqirx SjAgiwd : : Uyiirw{e}) Lsrk Osrk?
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