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If you are dissatisfied with our refusal, discharge or revocation of 
legal aid in your case or the requirement for you to pay a contribution, 
the above complaint procedure is not applicable.

In respect of a civil case, the appropriate course of action is to 
appeal against that decision. The letter notifying you of the decision 
about your legal aid application will tell you if and how you can 
appeal. Your application will then be reviewed by the Registrar of 
the High Court, or in respect of cases before the Court of Final 
Appeal, by a Committee of Review.

In respect of a criminal case, if your legal aid application is refused, 
you may apply to the court or judge for legal aid to be granted to  
you, and/or, if you are charged with an offence endangering 
national security the maximum penalty for which is life imprison-
ment, murder or an offence under section 19 of the Crimes 
Ordinance (piracy with violence), for payment of a contribution to 
be exempted. Except in respect of cases before the Court of Final 
Appeal, you cannot appeal against our decision.
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